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P. Vergili Maronis Opera, edita anno MCMLXXIIL
iterum recensuit MaRrIUs GEYMONAT, Roma: Fdizioni di Storia e
[etteratura, 2008, pp. XXX VI-786, ISBN 978-38~-8498-375-6.

The publication of a new edition of the works of Virgil by
Mario Geymonat (G s, it goes without saying, excellent news
for readers, students and scholars. The special status of the texts
in question and the singular — and quite justified — veneration in
which they have continued to be held over the centuries oblige us
to express our gratitude to an author who first embarked upon his
edition decades ago and now presents us with a comprehensive
revision of his work. That said, the reader should not, however,
expect a new edition in the strict sense of the term, since the
text and apparatus criticus published here are identical to those
which appeared in 1973 However, by using asterisks in the
margins G. draws our attention to 2 new chapter of Addenda &
corrigenda (pp. 707-784) listing all the new contents aimed at
improving and enriching the Virgilian text and, complementarﬂy,
the critical apparatus and the Index nominum (pp. 669-706)
which accompanied the first edition. It is therefore in these pages
of the present edition that the bulk of the new contributions are
to be found.

Needless to say, this is riot a convenient procedure for
the reader, who is faced with the by-no-means easy
task of trying to “reconstruct” the new presentation
of thetext. This can be more easily forgiven when it
affects reading tools such as the apparatus criticus and
the index, but it is hard to imagine one absorbed in
the reading of Virgil to respond to such calls.

The praefatio (pp. V-XVIIL), symbolically dated exactly 35
years after the previous version, contains essentially the same
text, but in the end some variations of style have been imposed
upon it along with the addition, always in the {orm of notes, of
certain important biblicgraphical references such as the works by
Wunk Olsen on the Carolingian manuscripts, to cite but one basic
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Virgiliona, wh ished in ¢
certain works that have appeared since then,
of a dozen or so scholars of undoubted inporiance in the field of
Virgilian studies. Tn short it is the greater volume and number
of notes that explaing why the new pragfotic cocupies only one
more page than the Drevious version, '
The proefaiio therefore has the saime line and
structure as in 1973, and the criteria for the edition
are also identical {pp. KI-XIV). As a result, we do
not deal with any of this here: non big in idem. It
is, however, true that the litera] repetition of the
Previous arguments seems to imply that no new
findings are to be expected from the codices already
used in 1973, and it is clear from the new information
actuallty presented in the notes (rid. e.g. 1. 41 on the
thesis of E. Courtne {Bf C8 28, 1981, 13-29 and 48,
2002-2003, 189—]194{regarding a possihie archetype)
that the auwthor upholds the same convictions as he o
did back then with regard to the transmission of !
Virgil's work. On the other hand, since we are dealin
in this praefatio with such slight typographical
moedifications, the reader might have welcomed a
little more attention on the part of the printers with a

view to avoiding unfortunate breaks i the layout of

the notes (nid. nn. 3, 8, 13 and 20).

Pp. XIX—XXXVI are devoted to the Conspectus codicum

et subsidiorum. Here, too, the same structure and virtually the

ot

and not by means of the foot notes.
One of the few changes re
in the recognition (p. XVIII
order to point to an unident
important manuscript. Of grea

arding the codices aniiguiores lies
of a new hand M=, but precisely in
ifiable corrector of this extremef);
ter significance is the incorporation

ExClass 12, 2008, 351-359.

;22::;&%2 g;zzli I, the Ausonensis 197 im‘mﬁ_ thi:#’mcim; Z
Capitular of Vie, o, with which G, be_acajlme famzharemaﬂ-_‘; B
the collation by M. Libran published in f;he prise‘nt }{_mm:_}g { t
2005, 22-73), the readings of which COﬂStlﬁ:?:lt"e a fairly signi can&&
proportion of the new information offered in the Aalldenda, i
further new incorporation is that of the 9&1 cenfury mdex{ X
{ Montepessuianus Fac. Med. 253). Am.)ther new feat}ures ;OP
XXIV) is the convention libri for “codices omnes qui nobis
pervenerunt”. N oon ol
To the previous list of Fragn?enm papyra e
membranaces, which included the series [1-IL , are now added
11 new documents, three of which are tabulae _ceraiae (sz I, s
and IL,) and another 2 number of ostraca (TL), documei“lts of
great importance for their very early cEa’Flng {Ist to 2nd cen mrm;
AD for these last four, 1st to 6th centuries for thg pagyn) but 0
limited usefulness because of the meagre contmb‘gh(.m of ti?eu'
testimony. In a few ;ases there has been some bibliographical
updating (11, 11, . _
P I%S(t fist, ot e Subsidi (pp. XXVIL-XKX V), offers
some new data (e.g, Alcesta, CLA, £V, Flor., Hos., IVM, MO,
Pack?, PUM, Solin.) and the editions of some of those that had
already appeared are updated or completed (uid. e.g. Anth. l%azf.,
Asper, v. Don., Eus. [former Euseb.}, Il. Lat., Macrob., Non.,
Philarg., ps. Probus, schol. Bern., schol. Pers.,_ schol. Stat.,
schol, Ver., Serv., Ter. Maur., iii. Pomp., Vegetzus), althopgh
the — in my opinion, dispensable — abbreviations of the ancient

Latin authors cited in the apparatus are maintained (and there is

even the odd addition, such as Petr.).
The changes introduced into the body of th‘e wark (I°do

not consider here those affecting the Index nommt-am) are not

all of equal importance, just as those which most interest the

FExClass 12, 2008, 351-359.
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